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Rooms of the American Missionary Association, 


48% BEEKMAN STREET, NEW-YORK, JULY 25, 1854. 


DEAR SIR :—Please fill up the blanks in the‘following form, and return to us by the Ist of August, or as Soon thereafter 


as the facts (statistics) can be received. Every blank should be filled, or the reason for not doing so, should be stated. 


Your own name in full, _ 


Names of Churches, and location, 


Date of Commission, 
Months of labor herein reported, 


Addition to the Church by letter, 
Additions to the Church on examination, . 


Whole number of members in each Church, 


Dollars of aid pledged from us, 


Average attendance of congregations, . 


Number of Church members pledged to total abstinence, 


Contributions to benevolent objects, 


Number of Sunday-school scholars, 


Give other particulars on inside. For suggestions, see note on page 4... 


SUGGESTIONS FOR FILLING THE INSIDE PAGES. 


Under the head of other particulars, please to state any facts of interest not embraced in the foregoing report, such as 
_ the erection of Houses of Public Worship ; Revivals of Religion; Providences apparently connected with moral results; Spiritual 
prospects of the Church, number of other churches in the place or immediate vicinity ; moral condition of the people generally ; 
the character of ‘the immigrants coming to your region, and what proportion of them are from foreign countries; the observance 
of the Sabbath ; efforts for the Anti-slavery caused. church and state, and for the people of color; also, for the promotion of 'Tem- 
perance and all true reforms ; for Education and Missions ; whether the “monthly concert of prayer” is observed with interest, 
and the enslaved are specially remembered on these occasions; , what errors prevail, and whether progress is manifesf, in righteous- 
ness and all the high interests of society, with any remarks or suggestions deemed useful to the cause. 


j= _Leave the remainder of this page blank: for our use. 
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Dou are ly ereby) Suiii081te0 and required-to answer the complaint in this action, which will be filed 
in the office of the Clerk in the County of — <——_——._ at ey PRD ut Zoid , 


and to serve a copy of ae answer to the said complaint on the subscriber | dt AR_z office, tear pag ee : 


within twenty days after the service of this summons on you, exclusive of the day of such 
rvice; and if you fail to answer the said complaint within the time aforesaid, the Plaintiff in this action will apply 
to the Court for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
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Rooms of the American Mlissionarn Association, 


48 BEEKMAN ST... NEW-YORK, AUGUST 1, 1854, 


DEAR SIR:— 

In the American Missionary for this month, we have made an appeal to the friends of missions 
generally, for special and enlarged contributions, imperatively required in the labors of our Executive Committee for the 
interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and the salvation of our fellow men. 

We address you in this way as a true friend, and solicit your individual coOperation and aid in our effort to raise the 
necessary funds to enable us to meet the just claims of our dependent missionaries, and close up the business of the current 
fiscal year without an embarrassing debt. 

The receipts of the Society have been on the whole something more than for the corresponding term of last year, but 
not sufficient to pay the borrowed money of that year, and our obligations to our missionaries for the present one. We need 
to raise at least ten thousand dollars during the present month, with which the present fiscal year closes. 

The Executive Committee regard it as of the greatest importance that they should be able to commence the next fiscal year 
free from all embarrassments. The demands of that year will, beyond all doubt, fully equal its income. Our African Mission 
must have a reinforcement, or the lives of some of our devoted and self‘denying missionaries there will be sacrificed. ‘The 
Jamaica Mission are pleading for additional help, as essential to their efficiency ; the Ojibue Mission is not strong enough for 
the burden resting’ upon them; the new mission for the Copts is to be speedily furnished with an outfit, the expenses of 
going to the mission and being sustained there; the increasing wants of the slave States, and the situation of Kansas and 
Nebraska, make demands upon us which the friends of freedom and Christianity cannot overlook without betraying their 
trust; and the earnest appeals reaching us from multitudes of Home missionaries in the West, and the duty of occupying 
new fields opening to us in heathen lands, cannot, without fearful responsibility, be disregarded. : 

We do not remember ever to have asked for enlarged contributions with so pressing a conviction of their necessity. We 
have been compelled to decline commissioning home missionaries for promising fields demanding their labors, solely on account 
of the state of our treasury; and we entreat your cooperation to save us fr om the still greater and more distressing embar- 
rassment that.must result, if we shall be compelled to say to our suffering inissionaries, that we are not able to pay the meagre 
sums which, relying on the benevolence of the friends of God and humanity, we had pledged them. 

We therefore ask you to inquire of the Lord what He will have you do, and to forward immediately to our ‘Treasurer 
such contributions as may appear to be in accordance with his will. It may be that in so doing you will be called to some 
self-denial, yet we think you will find an abundant reward in knowing that it is endured for the sake of using the Lord's 
money for the up-building of His kingdom. 

In addition to personal donations, many of our friends might render us very valuable aid by securing the co-operation of 
others, and thus greatly increase the amount to be sent to our treasury. ‘I'o those Christian females who labor with us in the 
gospel, we suggest, you may in this way do us very essential service, and you will in many places find your labors lightened 
and your collections greatly increased if you will endeavor to raise the required sum ($30) to make your pastor, or some 
other esteemed Christian friend, a Life Member of the Association. In some localities it would not he difficult to raise a sum 
sufficient to make two, or even more, persons Life Members. 

Brethren in the ministry, by addressing a few words to their churches and congregations may, in many places, greatly aid 
our efforts, and that, too, to the advantage of themselves and people. 

Sabbath-school superintendents and teachers may also aid us in their departments of labor. 

The Executive Committee’were greatly encouraged near the close of last fiscal year, by the favorable responses to our 
appeal, and the enlarged contributions then made to our funds. We are, therefore, led to hope that the friends of Christ will, 
without unnecessary delay, furnish the means necessary for the work we have undertaken to do, and that God will abundantly 
bless them in their labor of love. 

Letters containing money or drafts, made payable to Lewis Tapran, Treasurer, should be sent to him, 48 Beekman street, 
New-York, as early as possible. 

Very respectfully, 


Yours, in the service of Christ, 


GEORGE WHIPPLE, Corresponding 


Ss. S. JOCELYN, Secretaries, 
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Rooms of the American Missionary Association, 


48 BEEKMAN ST., NEW-YORK, AUGUST 1. 1854, 


DEAR SIR:— 


In the American Missionary for this month, we have made 4n appeal to the friends of missions 
generally, for special and enlarged contributions, imperatively required in the labors of our Executive Committee for the 
interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and the salvation of our fellow men. . 

We address vou in this way as a true friend, and solicit your individual codperation and aid in our effort to raise the 
necessary funds to enable us to meet the just claims of our dependent missionaries, and close up the business of the current 
fiscal year without an embarrassing debt. 

The receipts of the Society have been on the whole something more than for the corresponding term of last year, but 
not sufficient to pay the borrowed money of that year, and our obligations to our missionaries for the present one. We need 
to raise at least ten thousand dollars during the present month, with which the present fiscal year closes. 

~Fhe Executive Committee regard it as of the gredtest importance that they should be able to cémmence the next fiscal year 
free from all embarrassments. The demands of that year will, beyond all doubt, fully equal its income. Our African Mission 
must have a reinforcement, or the lives of some of our devoted and self-denying missionaries there will be sacrificed. ‘lhe 
Jamaica Mission are pleading for additional help, as essential to their efficiency ; the Ojibue Mission is not strong enough for 
the burden resting upon them; the new mission for the Copts is to be speedily furnished with an outfit, the expenses of 
going to the mission and being sustained there; the increasing wants of the slave States, and the situation of Kansas and 
Nebraska, make demands upon us which the friends of freedom and Christianity cannot overlook without betraying their 
trust; and the earnest appeals reaching us from multitudes of Home missionaries in the West, and the duty of occupying 
new fields opening to us in heathen lands, cannot, without fearful responsibility, be disregarded. 

We do not remember ever to have asked for enlarged contributions with so pressing a conviction of their necessity. We 
have been compelled to decline commissioning home missionaries for promising fields demanding their labors, solely on account 
of the state of our treasury; and we entreat your cooperation to save us from the still greater apd more distressing embar 
rassment that must result, if we shall be compelled to say to our suffering missionaries, that we are not able to pay the meagre 
sums which, relying on the benevolence of the friends of God and humanity, we had pledged them. 

We therefore ask you to inquire of the Lord what He will have you do, and to forward immediately to our Treasurer 
such contributions as may appear to be in accordance with his will. It may be that in so doing you will be called to some 
self-denial, yet we think you will find an abundant reward in knowing that it is endured for the sake of using the Lord’s 
money for the up-building of His kingdom. | 

In addition to personal donations, many of our friends might render us very valuable aid by securing the co-operation of 
others, and thus greatly increase the amount to be sent to our treasury. ‘To those Christian females who labor with us in the 
gospel, we suggest, you may in this way do us very essential service, and you will in many places find your labors lightened 
and your collections greatly increased if you will endeavor to raise the required sum ($30) to make your pastor, or some 
other esteemed Christian friend, a Life Member of the Association. In some localities it would not be difficult to raise a sum 
sufficient to make two, or even more, persons Life Members. , _ 7 — il “~ 

Brethren in the ministry, by addressing a few words to their churches and congregations may, in many places, greatly aid 
our efforts, and that, too, to the advantage of themselves and people. 

Sabbath-school superintendents and teachers may also aid us in their departments of labor. 

The Executive Committee were greatly encouraged near the close of last fiscal year, by the favorable responses to our 
appeal, and the enlarged contributions then made to our funds. We are, therefore, led to hope that the friends of Christ will, 
without unnecessary delay, furnish the means necessary for the work we have undertaken to do, and that God will abundantly 
bless them in their labor of love. 

Letters containing money or drafts, made payable to Lewis Tappan, Treasurer, should be sent to him, 48 Beekman street, 
New-York, as early as possible. 
Very respectfully, 


Yours, in the service of Christ, 


GEORGE WHIPPLE, ) Corresponding 
S. S. JOCELYN, Secretaries. 
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Annvat Meerine or*tae Amertoan Missionary Ag - 
TION.— —The Annual Meeting of the American Missio 
ién will be held on the 27th and 28th of 
n, Conn., commencing: on Wednesday, at 2 o 
tional church, : ‘West-Meriden. The report 
‘the report of the Foreign and Ho 
Association will be ee a by the Treasures 
and be,followed by other business. In the 


evening, sermon will be preached by Rev. Silag 
BPoen of of Bradford, Vt. ¥ On Thursday be business, discus- 


addresses, with religious services in the afternoon, clos- 
ee ny addresses recent the evening. Missionaries from abroad and 
the home-field are to be present. The local committee at 
will be at the depot to extend to the attendants upon the 
ned the hearty hospitalities of the people ef Meriden. 
8. 8. JOCELYN, 
Chairman Com. ‘of Arrangements. 
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—AND— 
Tuts Institution is now ennmencing its third year of successful operations. It is 


situated on Broadway, nearly opposite the celebrated Congress Spring. The house is 
large and eommodious ; Baths conveniently arranged, two full sets, one for ladies and 
one for gentlemen. A youd yard and a large Gymnastic Hatt are connected with the 


house. Open for patients all the year. These arrangements, with the natural advan- 


tages of the place, make this one of the most delightful places in the world for such an 
Institution. 

To the afflicted we would say, that water, as a remedy, is successfully applied to al- 
most every form of disease that affects the human family. Many who are suffering 
from what are supposed to be incurable forms of disease ee find a remedy. Rhew- 
matism, Gout and Neuralgia are almost certainly cured unless too far advanced. Dys 
pepsia, Liver Complaint, first stages of Consumption, Sick Headache, with their train 
of consequences, are generally cured or much benefitted ; Spinal and Nervous disenses 
and Paralysis generally yield to the efficacy of the Water treatment. Our success in 
Scrorua, and diseases arising from impurity of the blood, where we combine the use 
of Mineral waters with the usual treatment, has been very satisfactory. The diseases 
and debility of young men of sedentary habits are almost invariably cured here. 

We would say to the people of Saratoga and vicinity, that in acute forms of disease. 
such as SMALL Pox, Mras_es, ScarLatina, and the various forms of Fever, as Typuevs, 
Bittous and AGuE, the water treatment may be regarded as a specific. Pregnaney and 
ehild-birth are treated with great success in this Institutution. 

Dr. BeportHa is happy to announce to the public, that he has now ass: ciated with 
him in practice 

Dr. ROBERT HAMIL Ton, 


known to the public as a former associate of the celebrated Dr. Thomas Ham- 


iltun, of Rochester, N.Y , whose fame for curing diseases peculiar to females is known 


through the United States. Dr. R. H. has acquired the knowledge of the celebrated 
Dr, T. H., and is now ready tv treat those hopeless, helpless cases of female disease, anc 
feels assured that the majority of them can be restored to comfortable health. Let the 
poor suffering female know this. 

The great object of this Institution will be to teach people how to live has sick- 
ness and premature death. Familiar Lectures will be given once or twice a Week, point- 
ing out the various errors in diet, dress, &e., their consequences and the remedies: thus 
making it an object for those who visit Saratoga for healths-sake to spend a few weeks 
in this Institution. 


— oe + a oe ———o me os ne — 


a ~PERMs.~ > 
From $5 to $12 per week, according to room and attention, ineluding Board, Trent- 
ment and Medical advice. All extra attention subject to extra charges. Meals carried 
to rooms will be charged $1 per week extra. Females under treatment of Dr. Hamilton 
and the Water treatment, will pay $2 per week above the ordinary charge Clergy- 
men, Missionaries and their families, in indigent cireumstances, received at reduced prices. 


BILLS PAYABLE AT THE OFFICE EVERY SATURDAY MORNING, 


Each patient will furnish for the Water treatment two large woolen blankets, two 
comfortables, 3 linen or cotton sheets, and a few towels. These can be hired at $1 per 
week. 

Washing in the Establishment for 50 cents to $1 per dozen—an extra charge fur 
clothes not marked. : 

Experienced nurses will be constantly in attendance, and every means used to facil- 
itate a cure. It is expected that the patients and boarders will avail themselves of the 
privileges of the Institution, and strictly comply with the rules. 


N. BEDORTHA, M. D. 
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Che People of the State of Hem York, to Ley Ann Wrursans, 


ANN Exiza D. Wittiams, THEoporE W. Denison, Lorine S. WILuiams, and 
Cuares B. Wi tiams, all residing in the City of Brooklyn. Marearet Denison 
and Mary Witson, both residing in Herkimer, Herkimer County. Asenatu WIL- 
LIAMS, Harto Wituiams, Isaac N. Winiiams, Emitus Wituiams and Mito Wi.- 
LIAMS, all residing in Mexico, Oswego County. Mary Wittuiams, residing in 
Parish, Oswego County. ‘The heirs of Ext Witutams, residing some in Onondaga, 
and some in Oswego County. Prattsville Presbyterian Church, American Mission— 
ary Association, American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, Colored Orphan Asy- 
lum, American Home Missionary Society, American Tract Society, American Bible 
Society, American Seamen’s Friend Society, Americanand Foreign Christian Union, 
American Female Guardian Society, Union ‘Theological Seminary, and the American 
Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, all located in the State of New-York, 
and the Oberlin Collegiate Institute, located in the State of Ohio. 


Greeting : 
You, and each of you, are hereby cited and required, to appear before our Surro- 
GATE of the County of Kings, at his office, in the City Hall, in the City of Brooklyn, 
on the twenty-first day of December instant, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, and to 
attend the final settlement of the accounts of Lucy Ann Witiiams and CHARLEs B. 
Wituiiams, as Executors of the last will and testament of Ransom G. WILLIAMs, 
late of Brooklyn, deceased. 


- 


Bn testimony Whereot., we have caused the Seal of Office 


of said Surrogate to be hereunto affixed. 


Witness, Jesse C. Situ, Esquire, Surrogate of our said 
- County, at the City of Brooklyn, the 4th day of December, in 


YT S| the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
aw. 


a four, and of our Independence, the Seventy-ninth. 
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ADDRESS OF TH E 


American & Foreign Emigrant Protective & Employment Society, 


TO THE CITY AND COUNTRY PRESS. 


Tue great number of persons dependent on labor for their daily bread, now out of employment, owing to the unusual 
depression in all the departments of business, and the large influx of foreign emigrants, is the occasion of the present address. 


WE believe that you may render important assistance to us, in our efforts to mitigate this evil, by enabling us to 
ascertain what openings yet exist for the moral and industrious, among this unfortunate class of our city population, both 
of native and foreign birth. We are convinced, that there are many localities within a reasonable distance of New-York, 
where labor could be profitably employed—that at the present moment, there are thousands of families in our own and 
neighboring states, seriously inconvenienced for want of domestic help, while servant girls in New-York, of unexception- 
able character are out of situations, and reduced to the necessity of pawning their clothes to pay their boarding bills, 
and that agricultural and other business interests, are suffering for want of the strong arms of the sons of toil, who are 
pining in cellars in our city, and depending on public or private charity, for scanty and precarious subsistence—and all this 
for want of a proper correspondence between the employer and employee through the medium of such an Institution as this 
Society. : 

We believe also, that it will be wise policy on the part of the employers, to anticipate the wants of the ensuing 
spring, and engage their help now. A business reaction may confidently be anticipated, and all the avenues of pass 
pursuits, will be open and occupied by busy enterprise ; labor will be proportionably in demand, and the difficulties which \ 
met the Society last year in filling orders, will return with increased force. i 

There is reason to believe that the supply of labor furnished by foreign emigration, will another year be dimin- 
ished. The Eastern War, so obstinate and sanguinary and which will doubtless rage with increased violence next year, 
will not only enhance the price of agricultural produce, but call thousands to the battle field, who might otherwise seek 
our quiet shores, and engage in the occupations of peaceful industry. | 

We therefore, gentlemen, respectfully and earnestly request you to give a place in your respective journals to this 
communication. In so doing you will impart a three-fold good—relief to our charitable. institutions and city taxes—the 
means of an independent and honest livelihood to the unemployed and destitute poor—and benefit to those who need their 


services. 
Letters post paid, addressed to the General Agent, 


REV. D. R. THOMASON, AMERICAN EMIGRANT SOCIETY'S ROOMS, 
13 ASTOR PLACE, NEW-YORK, 


Applications in person or by letter, may be made at either of the Society’s Offices, 
13 & 14 ASTOR PLACE or 27 GREENWICHSST., 


will be promptly answered. 


Signed on behalf of the Society. 
| PETER COOPER, Presipent, 


MORTIMER DE MOTTE, Cor. Secretary. 
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Petersoro, March 13, 1855. 
Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
: My prar Sir, 


For nearly a quarter of acentury, I have followed you with deep interest. 
Your catholic and philanthropic spirit, having a remarkably vigorous and very highly cultivated intellect to serve its generous 
and elevated purposes, fully justified my large expectations from you. If they have not all been realized, nevertheless many of 
them have been; and not a few of them most abundantly and delightfully. There are passages in your life of great beauty—of 
great power—of true sublimity. Were I to single out the one, which most exalted you in my esteem, it would be the identifica- 
tion of yourself with the loathed and execrated William Freeman. Nothing short ofa high-souled devotion to the cause of.jus- 
tice can account for that unpopular and self-denying identification. . 


I have read your late Speech on the Fugitive slave Act. It is emphatically an intellectual Speech. But, if I may say it, 
without appearing egotistical, it does not, in all respects, come up to my expectations of what would fall from you on such an 
occasion. ‘The newspapers said so much in praise of it, that I hoped to find you had taken a much higher than your former 
¢round on sJavery. But it is much lower than that, which I had supposed you to occupy. I was aware, that you denied to the 
Federal Government all right to meddle with slavery, except where it has exclusive jurisdiction. But it turns out, that, even 
there, you allow it scarce the shadow of such aright. You would not have slavery abolished in the District of Columbia, unless 
the people of the District are willing; and unless, also, the masters are paid “ full compensation” for their slaves. A right, clog- 
ged with such conditions, is no right. 


Honors ana reproaches are liberally bestowed upon you for being an abolitionist. But there is, surely, very little reason 
in such bestowal, if the Speech in question may be relied on to prove the extent of what you would have done toward abol- 
ishing slavery. Again, the South, ever and anon, betrays her fears of you. But, very certainly, she need not fear you, if you | 
propose no greater disturbance of hey.cherished “ institution” than this Speech indicates. Nor, indeed, has she any thing to 
lear from the mass of abolitionists—for their standard of antislavery. action is but little, if any, higher than yours; and, among 
all their favorites and heroes, there is not one, who enjoys so much of their confidence and admiration, as you do. 


Why is it, my dear Sir, that you are willing to go only so short a distance, in the way of delivering the slave? Pardon 
me for saying, that it seems to be because 
Ist. Of your false views of law. 
2d. Of your false views of human rights. 
od. Of your false views of the province of civil government. 


The piratical rules, by which your brother is held in slavery, you dignify with the name of law, and clothe with the obli- 
gations and sacredness of law:—and, of course, so long, as you confound these rules with law, you will not consent to tram- 
ple them under foot, nor to make any very stern demand for the deliverance of their victim. If, instead of regarding law as 
the protector, and not the destroyer, of rights, your ideal of it is so low, that even the commission of the highest possible 
crime against man, and the total annihilation of his rights, you can recognize to be law—it necessarily follows, that, with 
you, there is no glorious and withering majesty of law, before which to arraign slavery, and no mighty voice of law to call 
for its abrogation. 


But your apprehensions of human rights are not less defective than your apprehensions of law. Instead of interpreting 
constitutions and statutes in the light of human rights, you interpret human rights in the light of constitutions and statutes. 
You exalt human decrees above human nature: and when they come in collision with each other, it is human nature, that 
you would have give way, and human decrees, that you would have triumph. The absoluteness of human rights seems to 
have no place in your conceptions of them. You fall in with the popular notion of subjecting them to conditions—and such 
degrading and annihilating conditions, as you would scarcely be willing to subject the rights of a dog to. Although man was 
made but “a little lower than the angels, and crowned with glory and honor”, you, nevertheless, claim not one absolute right 
for him. You admit the enactment, which sweeps away all his rights, to be law—valid law. Alas, nothing is held cheaper 
than human rights !—nothing is more trifled with than sacred manhood! You would scout the legislation, which declares a 
stone to be wood, or a horse to be a hog. But the legislation, which sinks man into a chattel—immortality into a commodity 
——commands your respect and obedience. The simple fact, that it is legislation, outweighs, .in your esteem, its infinite ab- 
surdity, its infinite insult, and its infinite blasphemy. | 


That you should be as wide of the truth, in respect to the province of Government, as you are, in respect to law and hu- 
man rights, is but what might be expected. The a office of Government is to protect, in all.the fulness of human rights, 
every one of its subjects. But you seem to concur with the doctrine of the Supreme Court of the U. States, that Govern- 
ment is competent to do whatsoever it will with its subjects—even to the making slaves of them. Not, indeed, that you would 
have Government do so—but, that, in its doing so, you would still recognize and obey it as Government. In the case of Stra- 
der and others against Graham, that Court says, in defence of reducing freemen to slaves, that a State “has an undoubted 
right to determine the status, or domestic and social condition of the persons domiciled within its territory”. 


The least right, of which the least of its subjects is robbed, Government should promptly and unconditionally restore. 
But you allow it to witness unmoved the greatest crime, and to leave unredressed the greatest wrong. You allow it to do 
so, in the present case, because you recognize a higher power than Government behind the Government. This higher power, 
to which you would haye Government bow—and to which, indeed, you bow—is, strange to say, the criminal himself. You 


consent, that Government should emancipate the slaves of the District of Columbia, provided this criminal—this higher power 
—in other words, the people of the District—are willing. That is, you consent, that Government shall do its duty—its ab- 
solute and most commanding duty—whenever they, who are least willing it shall do it, shall give; their consent. I admit, 
that you would promote their willingness by paying them money. But this only makes the matter worse. Government 
is ever to act upon its own consent—never upon that of another—least of all, upon the bribed consent of another. Let me 
not be misapprehended, at this point. I would myself have the nation share with the slaveholder in his loss by emancipation 
—for the nation has encouraged slaveholding, and sought to profit by it. Nevertheless, emancipation, being an absolute duty, 
is to be granted, free of all conditions. Whether the slaveholder shall receive money, is a question wholly foreign to the duty 
of emancipation. That duty is to be discharged, whatever may, or may not, follow it. 


That you would not have slavery abolished in the States, without “compensation for damages”, is not at all strange, 
since you attach a similar condition to its abolition in the District of Columbia. Nor, since you virtually deny to the Federal 
Government an unconditional right to abolish slavery, even where it has exclusive jurisdiction, is it at all strange, that you 
deny, that it has any legitimate concern with slavery in the States. 


I need not say, that the Federal Constitution leaves the whole system of American slavery in the hands of the Federal 
Government. You will yourself admit, that it is not its words, but only their proslavery construction, which teach the con- 
trary. But, whatever this instrument in this respect, it will have but one interpretation among us, by the time the Federal 
Government has got heart enough to abolish all slavery within its exclusive jurisdiction:—and that interpretation will accord 
to it ample power over all American slavery. More than this—the day is not distant, when the Governments of Christendom 
will agree in regarding slaveholdeis as hostes humani generis—as outlaws, whom they are at liberty to pursue, if need be, 
across both State lites and Constitutional lines, even as they now pursue pirates, into whatever sea, or lurking-place. 


I wonder, my dear Sir, that your self-respect does not forbid your submission to the popular idea, that it lies within the 
power of Government, as Government, to enslave men. I wonder at your virtual admission, that your own most essential and 
holy rights, instead of being inherent and absolute, stand but in the concessions and grace of Government. How can you tol- 
erate a doctrine, which would clothe with the name and reverence of law the enslavement of yourself, and wife, and children ? 
I know your hatred of slavery—and that you will say, that a law to enslave men is a bad law. My answer is, that it is no 
law. I know, that you will say, that such a law should be repealed. My answer is, that it should be trodden under foot. 


But we are all apt to deceive ourselves :—and it is possible, that you deceive yourself, when you suppose, that you really 
regard slavery as law—as law too, which is so sacred and obligatory, as not to be repealable, save on conditions, that are well 
nigh impossible. “Perhaps, after all, were it proposed to make men of Saxon, instead of African, blood the victims of slavery, 
you would be among the very first to scout the idea of law for the outrage. I think you would be. I think, that, in such 
case, you would sooner countenance the idea of a law for murder—murder being a less wrong than slavery, as you yourself 
would decide, were you called on to choose, which should be the fate of your children. 


In a former part. of my letter, I attributed the superficial character of your antislavery to your erroneous views of law, 
and human rights, and civil government. But, perhaps, it is only in connexion with negro slavery, that you entertain these 
views. Perhaps, it is only because our slaves are of African blood, that you, who trust, that you are purged of the foul and 
accursed spirit of caste, can be so patient under their wrongs, and can consent to the interposition of well nigh insurmounta- 
ble obstacles in the way of the removal of these wrongs. I must believe, that, were a portion of our white brethren to be- 
come slaves, you would be exceeded by none, in demanding their instant and unconditional liberty. One thing I most certain- 
ly know, and so do you, that were you to propose, or to tolerate, any delay, or any conditions in that case, you would never 
again be re-elected to the Senate. Your popularity would be all gone—gone forever. 


Alas, my deeply insulted black brother! And what is far more lamentable than your insults is, that you, my poor black 
brother, still hope for help from those, who mean to be, and who believe themselves to be, your friends, and whom you be- 
lieve to be your friends, but who, nevertheless, make these deeply insulting distinctions against you! May God dispel your 
delusion. Man cannot. I have, often, seen, and with anguish, that it is too stubborn to yield to the power of man. 


The speedy and bloodless end of American slavery is the desire of your heart, as well as of my own. But to seek to ac- 
complish this object by such slender means, as you rely on, is as vain, as to angle for leviathan with childrens’ pin-hooks. The 
power of truth and honesty can alone suffice to overthrow such a deep-rooted, wide-spread, and mighty evil, as is that, which 
we contend against. But there is no truth in the doctrine, that slavery, which is the most rampant and guilty enemy of law, 
is itself law. Nor is there honesty in the doctrine—for no one will admit the doctrine, when it is turned against himself, 
and his own neck is claimed for the yoke of slavery. But strong as is our enemy, our victory, nevertheless, would be sure 
and easy, would we but consent to discard our superficial and politic expedients, and to call to our aid the weapons of simple 
truth and simple honesty. Wielding these effective weapons, we could not fail to make a lodgment in the conscience of the 
slaveholder; nor fail of that inspiring self-respect, which is another powerful element of success; nor fail of what is more 
than all else—the Divine blessing. 

But I must close. Think not, my dear Sir, that I would ignore, or underrate, your services for the slave. You have of- 
ten uttered good and brave words for him:—very good and very brave, considering how trammeled you are by your connex- 
jon with a party, which, if only because it is a national party, must, necessarily, be proslavery. When I ask you to do better 
things for the slave than you have done, I, notwithstanding, cheerfully and gratefully, acknowledge what you have done for 
him. I own, that you stand, as an antislavery man, very far above most of our statesmen. But I would have you stand still 
farther above them. Rejoicing, that you are on comparatively high ground, I, nevertheless, using words of the sacred Book, 
would say to you affectionately: “ Friend, go up higher.” 

Respectfully and cordially yours, 
GERRIT SMITH. 
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